student to the next grade
because of age and not skills.

Exchanging the entire
staff of a high performing
public or even private school
with that of an
underperforming school
would very likely yield no
discernible changes in
student test performances.
This is because the problem
is not the teachers or
principals.

This is a well-known but
rarely admitted fact,
understood by most
educators: Schools cannot
magically change the culture
or values that are
established by and
reinforced by the family.
Learning is far more a
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reviewing relevant science studies and
Department of Fish and Game
underwater videotape, that the fishery
minimizes bycatch, is likely not
damaging seafloor habitat, is not
adversely affecting ecosystem health,
and is not impeding reasonable
restoration of kelp, coral or other
biogenic habitats.

Few in the public are aware of this,
but it is readily verified.

If readers are still worried about
seafloor disturbance, they are welcome
to watch video of trawl gear in action,
skipping along the tops of seafloor
sandwaves, and make their own
decision (Fish and Game Commission
archives, www.cal-span.org/cgi-bin/
archive.php?owner=CFG&date

science, California halibut should be on
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s “Best
Choices” list right now. Facts are facts:
Please check them out, and support this
low-volume, high-value, low-impact
sustainable community fishery.

You can obtain further information
about this fishery by going to
www.alliancefisheries.com, under “ACSF
News.”

‘We hope the public will support the
City of Monterey’s effort to put local,
fresh halibut back on our menus.

Chuck Della Sala is mayor of Monterey.
Joining him in writing this commentary
were Dominic Mecurio of Cafe Fina,
fisherman [iri Nozicka and retived NOAA
Fisheries biologist Richard Parrish.
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